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The Cardinal caressed Mm ; put his arm round Lothair's
neck and said, ' There is no time like the present. Let us
walk together in this gallery/ and they withdrew naturally
from the immediate scene.

'You know all that has happened, I daresay,' said
Lothair with embarrassment and with a sigh, ' since we
parted in England, sir.'

'All,' said the Cardinal. <lt has been a most striking
and merciful dispensation.*

* Then I need not dwell upon it/ said Lothair, ' and
uaturally it would be most painful. What I wish particu-
larly to speak to you about is my position under this roof.
What I owe to those who dwell under it no language can
describe, and no efforts on my part, and they shall be un-
ceasing, can repay. But I think the time has come when
I ought no longer to trespass on their affectionate devotion,
though, when I allude to the topic, they seem to mis-
interpret the motives which influence me, and to be pained
rather than relieved by my suggestions. I cannot bear
being looked upon as ungrateful, when in fact I am devoted
to them. I think, sir, you might help me in putting all
this right.7

1 If it be necessary/ said the Cardinal; c but I apprehend
you misconceive them. When I last left Rome you were
very ill, but Lady St. Jerome and others have written to
me almost daily about you during my absence, so that I
am familiar with all that has occurred, and quite cognisant
of their feelings. Best assured that, towards yourself,
they are exactly what they ought to be and what yoiz
would desire.'

1 Well I am glad/ said Lothair, c that you are acquainted
with everything that has happened, for you can put them
right if it be necessary; but I sometimes cannot help
fancying that they are under some false impression both
as to my conduct and my convictions.'